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. will remain open for several more months. The refinery
wees about 200 men. See story elsewhere for more complete
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EDITORIAL

e For Action, Not Defeat

. when an athletic team finds itself .on the brink of defeat
terally pulls itself to victory by hard play and inspiration,
il Fredericktown respond to the news that the mini and
« operations at National are to close next week.

4 matter of fact, we must look with a great deal of satii-

ind- pride on the progress of Fredericktown since the days
i irratl Depression, Since thal time we have profited tremen-

ny the lead indusiry, u, shoe factory existy which umployu
wa have improved our standards of living by good
vater and power facilittes, we have fine schools (and need
have geveral smaller industries, Black River Electric
ivee has moved te our communily, a hospital with 67 beds
shortly with a targe payroll, a new industry employing

e

a

‘| committee.

: whether or not the refinery will continue to opér;tte.
: This week, through O. D.-Niederméyer, genera! man-

.ager, the following statement

ments. The Division minhe and

“The St, Louis Smelting and?
Refining Division also operates a
refinery at Fredericktown em-
ploying about 200 people tor the
production of metallic cobalt and
nickel and copper precipitates.
This facility has been using, as a
raw material, by-product concen-
trate from the mining operations.
Studies are now being made on
the possibilities .for cominuing
opcrations at the refinery.”

On January 20 the followmg
telegram was sent to J. R. Van-

Camp at Danville, Il1l.: “Freder-
icktown mine to be shut down.
Possibility exists . that refinery

can operate if certain conditions
are acceptable. Discussed with
local committee, Asked them to

withhold comment until * you
have been consulted. Answer on
this matter must be obtained

prior .to 10:00 a.m., January 30.
Suggest meeting with you and
Please advise.” °

The telegram sent to Van-
Camp, International Represeni-
ative of the Mine, Mill and
.Smelter Workers, was sent by M.
J. Knebe! who handles negotia-
tions and labor matters for Nat-
fonal Lead

' Depressed

To this newspaper the picture
looks like this: The mine and
mill will close January 31 be-
cause of the depressed lead price

ﬂner)' will stay open, workipg
on"stockpiles and- scrap, 1 the
union does not insist on “bump-
ing" procedures which would put
untrained men in the rcfincr*y.

It is understood, though not
confirmed by this newspaper,
that the members of Locul 800
have had several meetings (o

discuss the matter but wtlhmit
the presence of VanCamp.

known, too, that the Company
and the Union ‘committee, to-
gether with Van@amp, $ill meet
at the company offices on Sun-
day. January 29 at 1| pom. The
union mgmbers ure gxpected to
| meet following the ' company-

< “The St Louis Smelting and Refmmg Division, Natjonal Lead
Company, announces the ‘closing of its ‘lead mining operatxon .at
Fredericktown. Mo. on January 31,.1961, due to economic develop-

and the Tact that the lead con- |-
‘| centrates cannot be sold. The re-

was released: ) N

mill " at Fredéricktown . employs

about 180 people ‘and.has been in operation since 1944, producing = " ©
lead and copper concentrates for sale”to-smelter. :

Chamber Tells —
Congressmen:
Of Conditions

" eres Sent
To Symington,
Long, Ichord

Not content to sit xdly by and
watch the lead industry com-
pletely crumble, the Frederick-
town Chamber of Commerce this
week sent wires to Senators Stu-
art-Symington and Edward Long
and to.Representative Dick ‘Ich-
ord, urging Telief for the stricken
lead industry of Missouri,

L. A, Mercier, president of :the
Chamber, told The Demqcrats
News that there is legislation be-
ing fostered in Washington which
would effect a system of flexible
import taxes on lead yand zine.’
The legislation -will contain" a
pr vision to eliminate the lead-

quota system in effect since.
1958 by direction of: Pruident
Eisenhower. | WK
In effect this leglshtion would
impose a sliding scale’of impoct
taxes In addition>o fixed’ ditties, | -
Similar ' Tegistation  wai “unghfis i~
mously recommended last year
by the House .W_u]? and ‘Mflm
Committee.:
Already received is one tele—
(Continued to Page 5)

Nichols To
New Office
In Capital
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